
FAMILY ENGAGEMENT 

Family Engagment in 
Secondary Education 

“The crux of family-school 
involvement at the middle and high 
school level is determining the 
kinds of adult interactions that not 
only allow teenagers to have 
autonomy and respect but also 
meet the needs of families and 
schools. “ 
Chris Ferguson and Víctor Rodríguez  

 
With younger students, families are 
often are engaged by helping their 
students with homework, and 
volunteering in class and at events.  
Oftentimes in middle and high 
school, students may be hesitant to 
have their parents assistance and 
have them physically present 
during the school day. There are 
ways that are age-appropriate and 
support student self sufficiency and 
independence. The following are 
some suggestions of ways families 
can engage with their student’s 
education from home. 

• Engage in academic “talk” with 
their students. Have them talk to 
their parents about what they are 
learning about in their classes. 

• Be aware of graduation 
requirements and pathways 

• Discuss and imagine with their 
students what they want their 
future to “look like” . 

• Help their children explore post 
graduation plans and  figure out 
with them what steps they need 
to take to pursue those plans for 
education, training and career.  

Click here to read article. 
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What do the Experts Say? 

Dr. Karen Mapp from Harvard Univer-

sity has listed the following process 

conditions for positive family engag-

ment in education.  

 Relational: built on mutual trust 

 Linked to learning and development  

 Asset-based 

 Culturally responsive and respectful 

 Collaborative  

 Interactive 

 

Our success with our students starts with rela-

tionships and so does our work with families.  

Click for this Click here for article about 20 ways 

to enhance and develop our relationships with 

our families. 

Quote of the Month: 

“I have never met a parent who didn’t 

care about their children or value educa-

tion — but they may not show it in ways 

that white, middle-class people would 

expect.” 

Anne Henderson, a senior consultant for the National Association for Family, 

School, and Community Engagement, based in Alexandria, Virginia.  

Community Resource  

Highlight: 

Washington 211 

Click on image below for in-

formational video 

 

Phone System Update: In order to better and more quickly meet the needs of 

our families, phone calls that come in to the District Office, Hawkins Middle 

School and North Mason High School will now have the option to choose 

English, Spanish or Q’anjob’al. We will continue to roll this out to other build-

ings. 

Contact Us: 

Jennifer Johnen: 360-277-2241 

Mateo Santiago: 350-277-2342 

Facebook Page 

North Mason Website-Under Family Support Tab 

https://sedl.org/connections/resources/rb/rb3-Secondary.pdf
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/20-tips-developing-positive-relationships-parents-elena-aguilar
https://youtu.be/O67jujxPVRY
mailto:jjohnen@northmasonschools.org
mailto:msantiago@northmasonschools.org
https://www.facebook.com/nmsdfamily/
https://www.nmsd.wednet.edu/

